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Welcome Spring, and welcome to our new members Marty Flaherty,
John Honemann, and Gary Voorheis. Thanks for joining us and
we'll look forward to getting to know each of you.

We'll soon be looking forward to summer and getting outdoors after
the long winter, dusting off the porch furniture and the grills.Take a
moment to check on your battle buddy as well. Suicide among the
Veteran ranks is near epidemic proportions and it is up to us to ensure
our brothers and sisters do not feel alone. It is not confined to our most
recent generation of Veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress;
anxiety and despair can afflict anyone among us. If you haven't heard

from a brother or sister for a while, reach out and simply say hello--you may save a
life. We must rely on ourselves and we must always take care of our own.

A quick note of thanks to our members who have volunteered to pick up and drive
people to meetings.  Everyone should know that we'll do our best to find a way to get
you to a Saturday meeting if you wish to come, so thanks to those who have provided
a Saturday morning pick up to those who would otherwise be unable to make it. I'm
tremendously proud of our chapter for small reasons such as this. Keep up the great
work. 

Christopher Walton

LTC (R) 

United States Army

From the Treasurer’s Desk
by Gary Reid

                AABC General Fund        $5,538.76
                USO                                  $   666.25
                ROTC Fund                      $3,118.35
                Total                                  $9,323.36

In April, AABC awarded the four ROTC scholarships to deserving cadets and midshipmen.

They were:

       Cadet Lauren Presgrove
       MIDN Elena Chavez
       MIDN Kevin Kirk
       Cadet Daniel Burgos

Congratulations to these recipients.

Reminder! If you have not paid your 2016 dues, they are now pending - $30 for regular

members and $15 for Surviving Spouses. If you can’t remember, don’t worry - we will be

sending out a reminder in May for those who may have forgotten. If you do get a letter, please

prepare a check made out to AABC MOAA and send it to:
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Two bookings to make:

First, is the AABC’s July 9th Picnic for an afternoon at Jan
and Hal Riggs’s home and museum. Same colorful setting,
same delightful guests, some of the same ol’ sea stories.
More details to follow soon.

Second, back to BDT Stage to see “FOOTLOOSE” on
Sunday, August 21st, for an evening performance of a
musical melodrama set in a small mid-western town where
a Chicago teen meets a preacher’s daughter in a heartfelt
story that pulls on your emotions. The soundtrack hit
number one on the Billboards charts.

For reservations, call Hal Riggs (303) 494-6122, or Gary
Reid (720) 253-8616. Cost for the 6 p.m. showing is
tentatively $39 per person.

AABC MOAA

P. O. Box 17224
Boulder, CO 80308-0224

(continued)

Welcome Aboard!
by Gary Reid

We have three new members since the last newsletter. The
best way to meet them is to come to the May meeting. Here
is a brief introduction:

Marty Flaherty: Marty is a friend of Bob Brockish, but not
a Marine. Marty and his wife Lilyan live in Erie. Marty is a
retired USAF Lieutenant Colonel who served during Viet-
nam. He is a Life member of MOAA.

John Honemann: John and his wife Shellie live next to
Dick and Gail Smith in Boulder, so you would expect that
they were badgered to become members.  John is in the
Reserves, is an air traffic controller, and served during the
Afghanistan and Iraq wars. The most outstanding thing
about John is his wife Shellie, who happens to work at the
Navy ROTC.

Gary Voorheis: Gary and wife Peggy are originally from
NY, but liked us better. They live in the Lake Valley area
now. Gary is a retired Captain, USN serving since Vietnam
through the Gulf War, and a plank owner of the Navy’s
nuclear, surface line. Ask him about being contaminated
with Pu.

Tran learns the hard way that an automatic trumps a 35mm

When Ren and his mother move from Chicago to a small farming

town, Ren is prepared for the inevitable adjustment period at his

new high school. What he isn’t prepared for are the rigorous local

edicts, including a ban on dancing instituted by the local preacher,

determined to exercise the control over the town’s youth that he

cannot command in his own home. 

When the reverend’s rebellious daughter sets her sights on Ren,

her roughneck boyfriend tries to sabotage Ren’s reputation, with

many of the locals eager to believe the worst about the new

kid.The heartfelt story that emerges is of a father longing for the

son he lost and of a young man aching for the father who walked

out on him. To the rockin’ rhythm of its Oscar and Tony-nominated

top 40 score (the soundtrack album reached number one on the

Billboard charts and has sold over 15 million copies!) and aug-

mented with dynamic new songs for the stage musical, Footloose

celebrates the wisdom of listening to young people, guiding them

with a warm heart and an open mind.

Social Calendar

Ralphie’s Independence Day Blast at Folsom Field

8:00 PM – Gates Open   Admission is Free!

8:30 PM – The Mighty Twisters, Mad Hops jump rope team!

The fireworks will begin as soon as it’s dark, approximately 9:40

PM. We will also have the Boy Scouts Color Guard to present

the colors for the National Anthem, to help us remember the real

reason for this celebration.
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3955 28th Street •Boulder, Colorado 80301

www.sunriseassistedliving.com

720 406 1000

itself will not be directly responsible for this year’s activity, but

some of you may be involved along with any interested parties. 

The cemetery is very supportive and follows our lead both staff-

wise and financially. Please contact me or ask question at Satur-

day’s meeting or by email.

Thanx, Rol

303-413-8774

Urgent Call to Action
by Shelly Kalkowski, Lt Col (ret), USAF

May 4th - Colorado SB16-001, known as Unlimited Military

Retirement tax benefit reduction, finally moved forward in the

Colorado General Assembly today, passing the Senate Appropri-

ation Committee this AM with amendments. (See attached, para-

graph B.)  With only 6 days left in the General Assembly 2016

session, the bill will have to move quickly through a final Senate

vote and all House votes by close of business next Wednesday.

The bill could go to the Senate floor for a vote as early as this

afternoon!

I urge you to contact all your Colorado State Senators and Repre-

sentatives as soon as possible to urge a positive vote on SB16-

001 as amended. The bill makes the State of Colorado a more

attractive post-military career location, thereby bringing more

well educated, globally savvy and experienced military retirees

and their families into the state.

Please forward this Call to Action to all members of your organi-

zation.

Thank You,

Shelly Kalkowski, Lt Col (ret), USAF

Immediate Past President - Colorado MOAA

970-377-1193

[Ed: due to the lateness of submission this did not make the dead-

line noted above. The Editor extends his apologies.]

Memorial Day Planning
by Rol Sharette, Col (ret), AUS

For several years members of our Chapter have actively partici-

pated in recognition of Memorial Day weekend. I am sending this

message to our membership since we no longer depend upon a

defined organization to proceed with arrangements for this. Still,

I would like to see us have a direct contact with AABC-MOAA

and assistance from certain of its members as our needs are iden-

tified. The work should begin about April 1. It involves the fol-

lowing Activities/Participants:

1: Memorial Cemetery oversight: New “Crist/Mtn View man-

ager”: (Matt Fox): 

2. Coordinator: (Rol Sharette) (retiring 2018): Identify and

involve a future/2017 coordinator from (MOAA-AABC).  

3. Boy Scout Troup 171 Support: (Greg Brown) continuing,

(update and mark approx 1,000 military graves) 

4: Young Marines Support: (pending: identify new OIC).

If MOAA members are willing, I will work with the new Coordi-

nator(s} on preparations for staffing and execution. There are

several reasons to set up things a bit earlier than in previous

years, assuming it will be a ‘who does what’. I assume MOAA

MOAA Storms the Hill
www.moaa.org/Content/Take-Action

April 15, 2016 - MOAA council and chapter presidents from

across the United States, accompanied by members of the

national board of directors and headquarters staff, plus members

of MOAA's Currently Serving Advisory Council, Currently Serv-

ing Spouse Advisory Council, and Surviving Spouse Advisory

Committee stormed Capitol Hill April 13 and visited nearly all

535 senators and representatives in support of key legislative pri-

orities.

MOAA stormers used specially prepared color brochures to urge

their elected officials to:

    Reject disproportional TRICARE fee hikes

    Eliminate the SBP-DIC Offset

MOAA is gratified by your responses to the alert sent last Friday

asking you to support this effort by emailing your legislators.

MOAA members sent nearly 15,000 messages to Capitol Hill,

and many legislators and staffers referenced the messages during

their meetings with the MOAA stormers.

The daylong event culminated with a dinner for MOAA Council

and Chapter leaders and their spouses, featuring keynote speaker

Rep. Joe Wilson (R-S.C.), chair of the House Armed Services

Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities. The Con-
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gressmen has been a longtime advocate for survivors, and is the

sponsor of legislation to repeal the SBP-DIC offset.

Wilson praised MOAA's Storming the Hill activities, including

the push to eliminate the SBP-DIC offset. “I've been working on

this issue since I was elected 15 years ago, and I feel like I've

been spinning my wheels - until today. The information you gave

me was the clearest [I've ever received on the matter].”

Retired Air Force Gen. Charles Robertson, chairman of MOAA's

board of directors, introduced Rep. Wilson and closed the eve-

ning by thanking the stormers who had taken to Capitol Hill ear-

lier that day to engage their congressional representatives.

To learn more about this year's Storming the Hill events, check

out: www.moaa.org/storming.

(continued from page 3)

AABC Meeting Survey
by Veronica Herbert

President’s Social Activities Poll - 09 April 2016

Prepared by Program Chairman; summarized by Secretary

14 completed by meeting attendees; lots of blank surveys.

Would you be interested in attending a happy hour 

gathering? 7 yes and 7 no

OF THE YES RESPONDERS:

If so, would you prefer a Friday or a Saturday? 

All of the 7 yes responders said Friday 

Any suggestions or preference on location?

Boulder from one; Brewery Pub from 3 and one of these 

three specified Avery Brewery; easy parking requested by 

one; Downtown Boulder difficult to park in stated one; 

easy parking requested by one

Would you be interested in other gatherings, such as an 

afternoon of fishing, hiking, or visits to local sights? Please 

offer other ideas; we’d love to hear them.

Tours of CU Heritage Center and/or CU Museums - 1

Hiking – 4

Fishing – 3

Picnics – 1

(some  gave multiple  answers; one did not answer this 

question)

CCoC Convention
by Dick Smith

The MOAA Colorado Council of Chapters (CCoC) is scheduled

for 13 and 14 May. The main schedule of events will start with a

luncheon at 1130 hours so there is plenty of time for those that

want to attend to get there after our regular chapter meeting on 14

May. The speaker will be Lt Col Barry Bridger, USAF (Ret). Lt

Col Bridger was a POW for six years in Hanoi.

In the afternoon there will be a HEALTHCARE PANEL DIS-

CUSSION. Representatives from MOAA National HQs, federal

and state legislators, VA and TRICARE plus other healthcare

professionals will be in attendance to address issues and answer

your questions. At 1700 hours there will be a Social Hour – no

host cocktails, “meet and greet” and an awesome bagpipe perfor-

mance. This will be followed at 1800 with an Awards Dinner –

Guest of Honor, Lt Gen Atkins, our new MOAA President has

been invited to attend. The Awards Dinner will be special for

AABC - we should have as many AABC members attend as pos-

sible.

The Friday evening dinner, the Saturday Luncheon and the Satur-

day Awards Dinner all require a RSVP / Reservations.See the

attached flyer for details. I hope to see as many AABC members

as possible at this special occasion. It is possible we can arrange

car-pools for those that may be interested - let me know with an

email to rsmit10@comcast.net or call me at my mobile phone -

303-888-0645.

Dick Smith

CAPT Richard Smith, USN (R)

Past President AABC and Secretary / Treasurer CCoC

The plans are finalized for the upcoming CCoC convention on

May 13 and 14 at the Mount Vernon County Club in Golden.

We are hosted this year by the Mile High Chapter of Denver and

chapter president, Dennis Orr, has chosen a fantastic venue for

the meeting. Please see the Mount Vernon County website to get

an appreciation of just how special this mountain setting will beI

have attached the convention flyer with the schedule of events. 

[Ed: due to space limitations this flyer was inserted on p6.]
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Little Known Heroes
by Carl Wright - drawn from a speech by John McCain

“As you may know, I spent five and one half years as a prisoner of war during the Vietnam War. In the early 

years of our imprisonment, the NVA [North Vietnamese Army] kept us in solitary confinement or two or three to a 

cell. In 1971, the NV A moved us from these conditions of isolation into large rooms with as many as 30 to 40 men 

to a room. 

“This was, as you can imagine, a wonderful change and was a direct result of the efforts of millions of 

Americans on behalf of a few hundred POWs 10,000 miles from home. One of the men who moved into my room 

was a young man named Mike Christian. Mike came from a small town near Selma, Alabama. He didn't wear a pair 

of shoes until he was 13 years old. At 17, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. He later earned a commission by going to 

Officer Training School. Then he became a Naval Flight Officer and was shot down and captured in 1967. 

“Mike had a keen and deep appreciation of the opportunities this country - and our military - provide for people 

who want to work and want to succeed. 

“As part of the change in treatment, the Vietnamese allowed some prisoners to receive packages from home. In 

some of these packages were handkerchiefs, scarves and other items of clothing. Mike got himself a bamboo needle. 

Over a period of a couple of months, he created an American flag and sewed it on the inside of his shirt. Every 

afternoon, before we had a bowl of soup, we would hang Mike's shirt on the wall of the cell and say the Pledge of 

Allegiance. I know the Pledge of Allegiance many not seem the most important part of our day now, but I can assure 

you that in that stark cell it was indeed the most important and meaningful event. 

“One day the Vietnamese searched our cell, as they did periodically, and discovered Mike's shirt with the flag 

sewn inside and removed it. That evening, they returned, opened the door of the cell, and for the benefit of all of us, 

beat Mike severely for the next couple of hours. Then they opened the door of the cell and threw him in. We 

cleaned him up as best we could. 

“The cell in which we lived had a concrete slab in the middle on which we slept. Four naked light bulbs hung in 

each comer of the room. As I said, we tried to clean up Mike as best we could. After the excitement died down, I 

looked into the comer of the room, and sitting there beneath that dim bulb with a piece of red cloth, another shirt and 

his bamboo needle, was my friend, Mike Christian. He was sitting there with his eyes almost shut from the beating he 

received, making another American flag. 

“He was not making the flag because it made Mike Christian feel better. He was making that flag because he 

knew how important it was to us to be able to pledge our allegiance to our flag and country. 

“So the next time you say the Pledge of Allegiance, you must never forget the sacrifice and courage that 

thousands of Americans have made to build our nation and promote freedom around the world. You must 

remember our duty, our honor, and our country. 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one 

nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”

[MOAA meetings always start proudly with the Pledge of Allegiance which, among other things, demonstrates pride 

in our country and the men and women who bravely go into harm's way to protect it. May they all be blessed.] 

© 2001 Carl M. Wright
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2016 CCoC-MOAA State Convention 
13-14 May at the Mount Vernon County Club, Golden, CO 

Hosted by the Mile High Chapter, Denver 

 
Schedule of Events 

 
 Friday, May 13: Kickoff Buffet Dinner at 1830 
  Cuban Buffet with King Crab Legs and oysters. All you can eat for $47 plus tax and tip. 
  RSVP to Dennis Orr (email dennis_orr@comcast.net) if you plan to attend. 

 
 Saturday, May 14: Convention Day 

 

 0930 – CCoC Board Meeting - All MOAA members are welcome to attend. 
 
 1130 – Mile High Chapter Luncheon – Special Guest Lt Col Barry Bridger, USAF (Ret) 
   Lt Col Bridger was a POW for six years in Hanoi. 

Reservations required. Email Dennis Orr (email dennis_orr@comcast.net)  
Cost $24 pay-at-the-door. 

 
 1330 – HEALTHCARE PANEL DISCUSSION – Everyone is welcome to attend. 

Representatives from MOAA National HQs, federal and state legislators, VA and 
TRICARE plus other healthcare professionals will be in attendance to address 
issues and answer your questions. 
** No cost to attend ** 

 
 1700 – Social Hour – no host cocktails, “meet and greet” awesome bagpipe performance. 
 
 1800 – Awards Dinner – Guest of Honor, Lt Gen Atkins, MOAA President (invited). 

  Menu Options: 
� Broiled NY Angus Sirloin 10oz with Garlic Mash Potatoes ............ $38.00 
� Sautéed Chicken Breast with Wild Mushroom Madeira Sauce  ....... $31.00 
� Eggplant Parmesan Tower with Marinara Sauce over Fettuccine  ... $28.00 

  Dessert: Crème Brulee with Fresh Berries 

 Reservations required – RSVP nlt May 7
th at CCoC website (http://ccoc-moaa.org). 

 

Hotel Accommodations (near the venue). See the hotel website for room rates, amenities, etc. 
 Comfort Suites Golden West at Evergreen Parkway, Evergreen, CO 

 Days Inn and Suites, ���������	�
������������������
� 

 Holiday Inn Express, ���������	�
�������������������
� 

 Denver West Marriott, ���������������	��������������������
��

�

���������	�����������	��	��� �!�������

�
�����"���	���	� � �������#����$%������&�������$'(($��'��



- Insert -

Unless otherwise indicated, all AABC Breakfast Meetings
are to be held at the Frasier Meadows facility in Boulder,
which is located at 350 Ponca Place, roughly three blocks
south of Baseline (off Mohawk) and near the Arleigh Burke
Memorial Anchor.

Members are invited to enter the door with the green can-
opy, located on the west side of the building, and take the
elevator to the Sky Lounge on the top floor.

A full breakfast costs $15, and a continental one only
$12.50. For reservations, please call Gary Reid at (720) 253-
8616.



Note: Annual Dues and Contributions to the Scholarship, USO or General Operating accounts may be made

at Members’ Breakfast Meetings or sent by mail to AABC, P.O. Box 17224, Boulder, Colorado.

AABC-MOAA is grateful for the financial support of our advertisers, but the presence of their ads in this publication does not imply an 

endorsement by AABC-MOAA, its members or officers of their products or services.

Note: Annual Dues and Contributions to the Scholarship, USO or General Operating accounts may be made

at Members’ Breakfast Meetings or sent by mail to AABC, P.O. Box 17224, Boulder, Colorado.

About the Program:

Speaker: Justin Brandenburg, USMC (Ret.)

Date: Saturday, May 14, 2016

Topic: Boulder Vet Center -- what is its purpose . . .

Justin Brandenburg served for six years as an F/A-18 airframe mechanic in the United States Marine Corps, deploying twice on the

U.S.S. Constellation and U.S.S. Stennis.  He has been working in veteran’s issues for four years, first with the Reno VA Center, and on

the staff of Senator Harry Reid.

Justin and his family relocated to Boulder in 2014, and he is now the Outreach Program Specialist for the Boulder Vet Center, working

with the regional office to make sure outreach mandates are successfully implemented.  This involves community activity, and

connecting with active duty service members, veterans, and family members.  He also briefs businesses and other organizations in the

community regarding Vet Center activities, and to help them understand military culture, and ways to break down barriers for veterans

re-adjusting to civilian life.

He will give us a better picture of these programs and their potential benefits for our fellow veterans.

AABC-MOAA is grateful for the financial support of our advertisers, but the presence of their ads in this publication does not imply an 

endorsement by AABC-MOAA, its members or officers of their products or services.

Please plan to attend this meeting and bring a friend! You should have received a telephone invitation, but 

if you didn’t it’s not too late - contact Gary Reid at garyreid4@comcast.net, or call at (303) 494-5053 for a 

reservation.


