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CVR February Speaker

Welcome to the new year of 2017! Hard to believe we are already this far into the twenty-first

century.  I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday season and were able to spend time with

your family and friends. We are looking forward to seeing everyone at our monthly meetings

and Mark Menich has some great speakers scheduled for our meetings in the coming months.

As most of you know, I work in the CU Boulder admissions office and January is a very busy

month for us. It is great to look at some of the applications and seeing what great applicants

CU has, but more so what promise these young people have for the future of our country and

the world. We often hear about the bad of the future but when I read what some of these young

adults have already accomplished it gives me hope for the future leadership of our great

country. 

January also brings us a new president and other new leadership to our country and state. I

believe we all hope and pray that they lead our nation with integrity and vision to keep our

nation great. Keep our soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen who are still deployed in hostile

areas in your thoughts and prayers as they fulfill their duties to our country as all of you who

have gone before them. 

Wishing you all a great 2017!

Jim Morfeld

LCDR (R) USN

The President’s Corner
by Jim Morfield

December AABC Holiday Luncheon
by Dick Smith

On 3 December 2016 over 50 AABC members and guests enjoyed another festive Holiday

Luncheon at the Boulder Country Club (BVC). As usual the BVC was beautifully decorated

and provided a perfect venue for the occasion. We all experienced a pleasant social hour and

wonderful meal.

The meal was followed by a holiday sing-along lead by vocalist Jennifer McSween and

Whitney Heim on piano. Thanks to Charles Rodgers for arranging to have these talented ladies

join us.

This year Lee Lawson has arranged for the Holiday luncheon to again be held at BVC on 2

December 2017. Thanks Lee.

Submitted by Dick Smith USNR, CAPT (Ret)

Mass-production methods enables Blackbird pilots to be 
made interchangeable and on-demand

!!! Call to Officers !!!

Do you have a fellow officer as a friend, colleague,

neighbor, relative or casual acquaintance?

 If so, you can do both them and the AABC chapter a

huge favor by bringing him/her to the next breakfast

meeting. Or you can just dive in and ask them if they

wish to join directly -- be courageous!
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Membership

From the Treasurer’s Desk
By Gary Reid

                AABC General Fund        $4,207.67
                USO                                  $   666.25
                ROTC Fund                      $3,762.35

It is now 2017, and guess what? Your 2017 dues are due!

The best way to deal with them is to come to the February

meeting. If you are a “Regular” member bring an extra $30

in cash or check. On the other hand, if you’re a “Surviving

Spouse” you get by for $15. If you can’t make the meeting,

just send a check to: AABC MOAA, P.O. Box 17224,

Boulder, CO 80308-0224, otherwise we will bug you later.

We have a new member. Welcome Pete Kelley and his

wife Nancy. They are residents of Frasier Meadows in

Boulder. Pete is a former LTjg in Naval Air during the

Korean War, serving from 1954 to 1958.

We received a note from Rol Sharrette that for health

reasons he won’t be able to be the active member he has

been and has decided to give up his membership. His

participation will be sorely missed and we thank him for the

years of faithful service and hard work he has done for

AABC.

                Total                                  $8,636.27

AABC Social Calendar
Nothing on the AABC agenda just yet, although we may

consider a BDT Stage show in May.

The next event we’ve confirmed is our July picnic, the

details of which we will keep you posted on as they

become available.

Need a ride to the next membership meeting? 

Call any staff member, and they will make it so!

CO MOAA Council of Chapters
By Dick Smith, CCoC Vice-President

·CCoC Goals proposed for 2017 include: 

·100% of all CCoC Chapters be successful in the MOAA

Levels of Excellence Award and securing a MOAA

Communication Award,

·Chapter membership growth over that of 2016, 

·Increase Chapter and MOAA visibility in our

communities, 

·Have MOAA representation on all Academy Review

Panels,

·Continue with State Legislative activities through UVC

and individual contacts, 

·Assist in finding corporate sponsors for the UVC Banquet

·Work toward re-starting our inactive MOAA Chapters in

Northern Colorado, Pueblo and provide leadership

assistance to the Four Corners Chapter.

The 2017 CCoC State Convention will be hosted by the

Pikes Peak Chapter during the last weekend in April.

Details, including venue and program, will be announced

soon.

Bligh - Three-Time Loser
By Carl Wright

Captain and commander are ambiguous titles in the U.S.

Navy. The rank of Captain in the Navy (and Coast Guard)

is the equivalent of a Colonel in the Army or Air Force, and

the rank of Commander is the same as a Lieutenant

Colonel. As a position in the Navy, it refers to the senior

person on a ship or craft. (A craft is the classification of

ship that is not longer than 200 feet, and the only ship in the

Navy which is called a boat is a submarine. ) 

Captain Bligh, while he was in command of the HMS

Bounty, held only the rank of Lieutenant, the equivalent of

a Captain in the Army. Bligh had sailed as an officer with

Captain Cook on his attempted circumnavigation of the

world, but Cook was killed in the Sandwich Islands by a

native spear when he tried to reclaim a ship's boat stolen by

the natives. Bligh retrieved the spear which later was

auctioned in the 20th Century for $64,000. 

Bligh was not the villain depicted by Nordhoff and Hall in

the first book of their three-volume Bounty trilogy, Mutiny

on the Bounty. He was not of noble birth which lowered

him in the eyes of crews and other officers, but he was

probably not more harsh than most of the ship captains of

the time. His first lieutenant, Fletcher Christian, was the

spoiled illegitimate son of a nobleman who, as was the

custom of the time, bought his bastard offspring a

commission in the Navy and had him sent to sea to avoid

any embarrassments and complications in his own personal

life. Bligh was an excellent seaman and navigator.

Christian befriended the worst elements of the crew, some

of whom were impressed into the service by the infamous
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March

CDR John Chernoski, USNR (ret)

MOAA and Legislation: Focus on Colorado

Commander Chernoski received his bachelor's degree from

St. Joseph's College in Rensselaer, Ind., in 1973 and his

Juris Doctor from The Ohio State University College of

Law in 1976. Thereafter, he served on active duty as a JAG

officer assigned to Naval Legal Service Office, Philadel-

phia, and Naval Support Activity, Philadelphia. Upon his

release from active duty in 1980, he affiliated with the

Navy Reserve, serving in various units until he retired in

1996. Chernoski worked for the New Jersey Attorney Gen-

eral's Division of Law for more than two decades, concen-

trating on administrative law and charitable trust matters.

He retired in 2002 as a senior deputy attorney general. He

is a past president of MOAA's New Jersey Lakes and Pines

Chapter and the Green Valley (Ariz.) Chapters. He is the

southern area chair for the Arizona Committee of the

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.

April

CAPT John J. Mackin, USN (ret)

The USS Colorado

CAPT Mackin is a USNA graduate, and served on four

submarines during a 26 year Navy career, and has worked

in nuclear facilities management, IT, and consultant since

retiring from the military.  He is currently the chairman of

the commissioning committee of the USS Colorado (SSN-

788), the fourth naval ship named for the 38th state of the

union. The committee's purposes are to promote awareness

within the state, provide support for the crew, and to help

organize and raise money for the events surrounding com-

missioning.  CAPT Mackin will discuss the ship and the

activities of the commissioning committee.

May

Dr. Lew House

Paradox of the Western Pacific and the Rise of China's 

Military

Lew House holds a Master of Physics (Nuclear) from Rens-

selaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, New York, a Ph.D. in

Astro-Geophysics from the University of Colorado, Boul-

der, Colorado and an M.A. in Military Studies from Ameri-

can University in Manassas, Virginia. Lew worked as a

Upcoming Programs physicist at the Hanford Atomic Product Operations in

Richland, Washington. His research, based on Admiral

Rickover’s project for the first nuclear submarine reactor,

served as a Master’s thesis for Renssalaer Polytechnic

Institute. Mr. House, as Senior Scientist, served as NASA

Principal Investigator in developing and managing the tele-

scope on the NASA Solar Maximum Mission Satellite

studying solar mass ejections. He served as NASA Princi-

pal Investigator on the Solar Maximum Repair Mission that

performed the first in-space repair mission. He will discuss

China’s activities and capabilities including its aggression

in the South China Sea, its ballistic missile program and the

reaction of the ASEAN countries.

(Bligh - continued from page 2)

press gangs who were paid £20 apiece for able bodied

“recruits.”

Sent to Tahiti to load breadfruit seedlings to be taken to the

British plantations in the West Indies to furnish a food

source for the slaves working on them, the crew spent

months enjoying the ambiance and willing women of the

island. On the return voyage, Bligh disgraced Christian in

front of the crew and then cut the crew's grog ration, leading

to the mutiny. The mutineers decided to return to Tahiti,

since life in the British Navy was far from idyllic and the

sentence for mutiny was hanging. Bligh and the non-

mutineers were set adrift in a small boat with the idea they

would perish in the open sea and the mutineers would be

safe since the Admiralty would assume the ship was lost

when it failed to show up. The Bounty returned to Tahiti

and the men were reunited with the women they had

married. The ship then sailed to an island not on the maps

but which had been noted by Christian on a previous
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(Bligh - continued from page 3)

voyage, Pitcairn Island, the name of another book of the

Bounty Trilogy. Once there, Christian burned the Bounty.

In the last half of the 20th Century, an expedition recovered

one of its cannons in the waters off Pitcairn Island. 

The mutineers were nevertheless hunted down because

Bligh navigated over 2,000 miles of open ocean, avoiding

the islands with cannibals and reaching the Portugese port

of Timor. After the trials and executions of the Bounty

mutineers, Bligh was appointed captain of the HMS

Director which was being refitted at the Thames estuary,

and he became involved in another mutiny. Again, Bligh

lost a ship to a mutiny. One of several mutinies in 1797 was

begun at Spithead in February of 1797 over the crews’

wages which had not been increased in a century. It was

handled by listening to their grievance even though not

much was done about it. 

The Nore mutiny, in which Bligh's ship became entangled,

started when the crew of the HMS Sandwich was taken over

by her crew. This time the grievance was over service and

living conditions, which was not without cause, but there

were threats of social reform involved, which give rise to

grave concerns in the Admiralty and government. When

the mutineers attempted to blockade the Thames, stringent

measures were taken and about two dozen of the worst of

the mutineers were hung. 

Bligh was not over with mutinies, however. In Australia by

1805, there was rampant corruption in Sydney and Bligh

was appointed Governor of New South Wales to correct the

situation. He was a man with an abrasive manner, and he

was never able to get the cooperation of his underlings.

Three years after his appointment, he was kicked out of

office by the Rum Rebellion, a coup staged by Major

Johnston of the 102nd Regiment of Foot. 

The third time was not a charm apparently. Bligh could

have benefitted from Norman Vincent Peale's book, How to

Win Friends and Influence People, which was not

published for another two centuries. 

© 2009 Carl M. Wright 

[Ed: Reprinted with permission of the author]

“Let us endeavor so to live so that when we come to die even the

undertaker will be sorry.” -- Mark Twain

Ed: THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION WAS RECEIVED FROM

CCOC PAST PRESIDENT AND LEGISLATIVE CHAIR SHELLY

KALKOSWKI AND IS RE-PRINTED HERE WITH HER PERMISSION

On Tuesday January 24, the Senate Finance Commit-
tee voted unanimously to refer SB17-075 Military
Retirement Pay Exemption to the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee. This year's bill, more inclusive than
last year's age-restricted SB16-001, features a $40M
fiscal note.

This fiscal note was of particular concern to Senators
Kerr and Court during yesterday's testimony. How-
ever, we believe there is ample evidence that our
younger military retirees are an economic develop-
ment asset to the state of Colorado and these exemp-
tions are known to be considered when military
retirees choose their post active-duty residences. It is
evident that we will have to somehow amend the bill
to enhance it's success through the even more chal-
lenging Democrat-controlled House. One option we
are considering is a phase-in over four to five years.
Please feel free to share your thoughts.

We need to thank AABC Past President John Toth for
joining the UVC team testifying before the Senate
Finance Committee.

Also here's instructions on how to track progress on
this bill - and any other bills running through the State
Legislature.

http://leg.colorado.gov

- Click on: “Bills” and scroll to “Find a Bill”

- Go to Search and insert bill number.

Respectfully,

Shelly Kalkowski

Legislative Matters

There will always be a role for Seabees on the front lines.
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Unless otherwise indicated, all AABC Breakfast Meetings
are to be held at the Frasier Meadows facility in Boulder,
which is located at 350 Ponca Place, roughly three blocks
south of Baseline (off Mohawk) and near the Arleigh Burke
Memorial Anchor.

Members are invited to enter the door with the green can-
opy, located on the west side of the building, and take the
elevator to the Sky Lounge on the top floor.

A full breakfast costs $15, and a continental one only
$12.50. For reservations, please call Gary Reid at (720) 253-
8616.



Note: Annual Dues and Contributions to the Scholarship, USO or General Operating accounts may be made

at Members’ Breakfast Meetings or sent by mail to AABC, P.O. Box 17224, Boulder, Colorado.

AABC-MOAA is grateful for the financial support of our advertisers, but the presence of their ads in this publication does not imply an 

endorsement by AABC-MOAA, its members or officers of their products or services.

Note: Annual Dues and Contributions to the Scholarship, USO or General Operating accounts may be made

at Members’ Breakfast Meetings or sent by mail to AABC, P.O. Box 17224, Boulder, Colorado.

About the Program:

Speaker: Mr. Brad Hoopes

Date: February 11, 2017

Topic: “Remember and Honor Project”

Brad Hoopes will discuss his passionate project of interviewing and preserving the stories of veterans. To date he has

interviewed 500+ N. Colorado veterans. From this project he took out 70 stories from the WWII section and wrote a book,

“Reflections of Our Gentle Warriors”. He hopes to do the same with his Korean, Vietnam, and present day conflict

interviews someday. What started out as a simple project to preserve stories has turned into an all-consuming effort to help

and honor veterans in any way he can. Brad is a volunteer and guardian with Honor Flight and is on the committee that built

the Veterans Plaza in Ft. Collins. He resides in Windsor.

AABC-MOAA is grateful for the financial support of our advertisers, but the presence of their ads in this publication does not imply an 

endorsement by AABC-MOAA, its members or officers of their products or services.

Please plan to attend this meeting and bring a friend! You should have received a telephone invitation, but 

if you didn’t it’s not too late - contact Gary Reid at garyreid4@comcast.net, or call at (303) 494-5053 for a 

reservation.


